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the Kurds and the Devil Worshippers in Mosul., and the
Greeks in Crete, and the Armenians in Erzeroum and
Van and Bitlis and Adana. The Armenians, the whining
bastards, are in league with the Jews of Salonika. If I
have any more trouble with them, the Marmora will be
red with the blood of every Armenian in Constantinople.
I told that to the Patriarch the other day, and he wept."

Meste Alem shivered. Her Lord was indeed a Slayer of
Infidels.

" A foreigner has written," continued the Sultan,
" that I am * a poisonous grey spider in the centre of a
web of intrigue,' and that ' Stambul of the Moslem
warrior is fast hurrying to its inevitable doom.' But the
giaours haven't defeated me yet. Ever since Mahomed the
Conqueror (peace to my ancestor!) took the crown of
the Virgin in Ay a Sophia in order to give its jewels to his
Queens, my line has guarded this city linking East and
West. I have upheld the traditions of my predecessors
and kept their territories intact. And I have been a father
to my people."

Meste Alem agreed in a devout and daughterly way,
but in her heart she wished that the Sultan would be less
paternal and more uxorious. Why did he go on talking
about those sons of bitches of infidels ?

The root of the matter went deep, far beyond Meste
Alem's understanding. Turkey's decadence, the in-
trigues of Europe for the command of the Straits and
Constantinople and all the small personal happenings
here related may be ascribed without undue fantasy to
the domestic habits of past rulers of the House of Othman.
Cherchez la femme. If Turkish pashas had not followed the
example of their masters and kept large harems they
would not have been so much in need of money, and so
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